
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Firstly, a very big welcome back to you all at the end of our first full week at The Bellbird, Autumn 2020. It has been lovely 
to see all the children back in school, enjoying learning and settling back in to the routine of school life.  
A very big well done in particular to the reception children who have shown us all just how fantastic they are.  Equally, 
flying up to the top of the school, Year 6 have already impressed us with some high quality writing using precise 
vocabulary. Absolutely amazing work in week 1, well done! We welcome all our new and returning families, it’s great to 
have you all working with us for your children. 
 
We would like to thank you all for supporting us with the covid compliance arrangements. We know how challenging it 
is and are working hard to get this right. Drop off has become much smoother and we are grateful to you all for your 
supporting your children in getting in to school quickly and happily. We know that the end of the day has been more 
challenging and thank you for your ongoing support and flexibility while we get this right. We are trying to develop the 
best system for the space we have, ensuring parents and teachers can see each other clearly at the end of the day for 
handover whilst maintaining safe space between each other.  
 
Overleaf we have a list of reminders and new requests to support us in continuing to be covid compliant and as safe as 
possible within our risk assessment. Please take time to read this carefully. 
 
Within school the children are responding well to the routines of handwashing and working and playing within their 
bubbles. Teachers and Teaching Assistants have begun an assessment process to make sure we are supporting the 
children on their continuing learning journeys from their current starting points. School staff have worked incredibly 
hard to get these routines in place and we are sure you will join us in thanking them for their diligence. 
All the children have impressed us with their positive learning attitudes this week.  
 
Comments as we have moved around the school have included; 
‘I’m happy to be back in class.’ 
‘I like my topic.’   
‘I feel safe, my teacher explains things well.’ 
‘It’s great to see my friends.’ 
‘I love maths!’ 
‘I’m pleased to see all the teachers.’  
 
As you can see from these comments, school is a happy place to be.  
We thank you in advance for your continuing support in this challenging time globally. Thank you to parents who have 
shared positive messages around their children’s return to school. Teachers are looking forward to parents evening 
where they can talk to you about your child in more detail. Please return your slip to your child’s teacher by Friday 18th 
September. 
 
Katie Kendall and Becka Pentney 
Co-Headteachers 
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We have a number of messages that will help us moving forward. Please take time to read these carefully. They will ensure 
we are all as safe as we possibly can be: 
 
*Please arrive on time for your child’s drop off and pick up. This will help reduce the number of people in the area and 
help you maintain your social distancing. It also helps us to move children in to the school at drop off and out of the 
school at pick up, as quickly as possible. If you are dropping off another sibling, please either exit the site or stand back 
and at distance from others while you wait so parents can safely leave the site. We have coned off the car park to cars to 
help with this. 
*We are still asking for children not to arrive on bikes and scooters where possible and for them not to be left on the 
premises if they are used to get to school. This is due to the need for space and also to avoid close contact in the bike 
shed area. 
*If you need to go in to the office area at the front of the school please ensure you are wearing a mask. Please be        
understanding if we need to ask you to wait a few moments to go in if children are entering or exiting the building. 
*We are asking that children bring just one bag to school: either a book bag or rucksack but not both. This is helping us 
to keep the cloakroom area as clear as possible. 
*Fruit is now available in school for KS1 again which is great news. KS1 children do not therefore need a snack. KS2 children 
can bring a healthy snack. We are constantly reviewing lunchtime and this includes hot lunch provision which we will  
reinstate as soon as is possible.  
*The government guidance for face masks for children in primary settings is clear and we are adhering to this. Children 
do not need masks in school. Any parents who have concerns about this can contact us and we will discuss them on an  
individual basis and request you seek GP advice. You may find the following evidence around masks useful; https://
www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education 
*We ask you not to send hand sanitiser to school with your child. We have plenty in school to use alongside handwashing 
facilities. It avoids further contamination from bottles left in bags all day. The school sanitiser is alcohol free and staff are 
able to administer it ensuring children get enough to sanitise effectively. 
*If a child is tested for covid within school we are not able to authorise any absences whilst we await sharing the result. 
We are only able to authorise absences for covid related reasons when a family or child has been asked to isolate due to 
test and trace tracking outside of school or a positive result within a bubble. We will let you know when there is the need 
to test within a bubble and then we will let you know as promptly as possible the outcome of that test result and the 
next steps. 
*Drop off and collection will continue as they have ended this week. Thank you for arriving promptly and leaving the site 
as quickly as possible. 
Drop off: 
Years 4, 5 and 6 arriving and lining up on the x’s and entering school through the left hand, KS2 gate. 
Year 3 arriving and lining up on the x’s and entering school through the front entrance. 
Year R, 1 and 2 arriving and lining up on the x’s and entering school through the right hand, KS1 gate. 
Collection: 
Years 5 and 6 arriving and lining up on the x’s at the KS2 gate, observing social distancing. 
Year 3 and 4 parents arriving and standing on the grass in the central area, observing social distancing.  
Year R, 1 and 2 parents arriving and lining up on the x’s at the KS1 gate, observing social distancing. 
 

We ask all parents to stand at social distance from each other and teachers will send children to you one at a time        

ensuring they have reached you safely.  
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