
Taking away - Week 5 

 Use first, then and now to tell simple maths stories 
to practise taking away in familiar contexts.  

 
o E.g. First there were 5 people on the bus, 

Then 2 people got off the bus. Now there 
are 3 people on the bus. 

o Can you use animals, dolls or any other toys 
to make up your own number stories.  

 Encourage your child to adapt and re-enact 
favourite rhymes such as ’10 green bottles’ by 
making 1, 2 or 3 fall each time. Prompt your child to 
say how many are left each time.  

 Use bricks to build a tower 10 bricks high. Use a 
dice to subtract the number from your tower. How 
many have you got left? Encourage your child to 
write this down as a number sentence. E.g. 10 – 3 = 
7.  

 Write a simple subtraction calculation and 
encourage your child to draw a number story to 
accompany this. For example, if you wrote 10 - 7 = 
3, they could draw biscuits then cross them off as 
they get eaten.  

 Have a look at the uploaded books on 
Tapestry. Ask your child to read them and 
ask the following questions: 

o What is the title of the book? 
o Can you tell me the main parts of 

the story in the correct order? 
o What was your favourite part of 

this text? 
o What is the book about? 
o What might happen next? How do 

you know this? 

 Rhyme of the week to learn: 
o Here is a tree with its leaves so 

green. Here are the apples that 
hang between. When the wind 
blows, the apples will fall. Here is 
the basket to gather them all. 

 Rhyming odd one out – Read these rhyming 
strips together. Which word is the odd one 
out? How do you know? 

 

 

 Recap of ‘ur’, ‘oi’, ‘ear’, ‘air’. 

 Suggested words to practise reading/writing: 
burn, curl, church, turnip, soil, coin, dear, year, 
near, fair, hair, pair.  

 Remind your child that ‘ur’ normally goes in the 
middle of the word, whereas ‘er’ is normally 
found at the end.  

 Read and answer these yes/no questions: 
o Can coins sing a song?  
o Can a chicken sit on a chair? 
o Can you hear bees buzzing? 

 Sentences of the week to write and share on 
Tapestry. Attempt the one that is most suitable 
for your child: 

o 1. Dig in the soil.  
o 2. I can see a turnip in the soil.  
o 3. I can see a pair of boots on the mat.  

Alongside phase 3 games on 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase3Menu.htm If your 

The Enormous Turnip 
Last week you created a story idea using toys 
and vegetables.  This week have a go at 
drawing a story map for your new story and 
write some captions under each picture so that 
you know what will happen.  
 

Example story map for the original story.  

 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase3Menu.htm


child finds this tricky then focus on Phase 2. Some 
children can also attempt Phase 4 if they would like a 
challenge. 

Parents tip: As your child draws their 
pictures ask them to explain the sequence 
of the their story. 

Understanding the world – During your time outside can you find and identify any minibeasts? Can you 
find a spider, slug, beetle, earwig, woodlouse, butterfly, ladybird, worm or snail? Where did you find 
them?   
 
If you have access to technology can you research the life cycle of a frog? Which stages do they go 
through? Can you draw pictures of frogspawn, tadpole, froglet and frog in the correct order with labels? 
 

Expressive Art and Design- Orchids are interesting plants because their roots need sunlight to help them 
grow. Can you look closely at an orchid if you happen to have one at home or look at the photographs 
below.  Can you draw what you see and label each part of the plant.   
 
Physical Development –  
Gross motor – Enjoy dancing to the actions of ‘5 little speckled frogs.’ Can you practise safely jumping 
from logs or other equipment? Remember to land with your knees bent.  
Fine motor – Take a look at the letter formation chart attached. Practise writing the letters correctly 
using different media. E.g. coloured pens, mud, chalk etc. Whatever you have at home. Remember to 
say the accompanying letter formation phrase as you write.   

NB: Please use these activities as a guide only.  Do not feel obliged to complete all of these activities.  They 

are simply to give you some ideas of the sort of themes we might be following if we were in school. Please 

adapt them to suit your child’s individual abilities and interests and continue to use any of the other home 

learning suggestions if you are finding them helpful and your child is enjoying them. 


