
 

Home Learning Activities Year 5 

Week 1  

Weekly Maths activities Weekly reading activities 

Look: Visit the White Rose website here 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/ and click on ‘Week 1’. 
There are five short videos for you to watch – you could watch one each 
day. There are also printable worksheets to use. 

Find: Watch the videos to remind yourself of the learning we did in class 
about decimals and fractions. You could write down anything new that you 
learn about these decimals and fractions. 

Try: This week, we will be reintroducing ourselves to decimals. Use the 
information to have a go at some of these tasks. 

 

 Look at decimals to 2 decimal places (dp). When in real life do we use 
decimals? Can you add amounts of money together? 

 Can you set up a shop in your living room and “sell” various items to 
members of your family? (make sure the prices have tenths and 
hundredths). This way you can practise adding and subtracting 
decimals. 

 Lesson 2 and 3 is focusing on decimals as fractions. Can you make a 
table, turning fractions into decimals.  

For example: 

Fractions Decimals 

1/2  

1 whole  

 0.25 

 0.3 

 Now collect different items from around your house- can you divide 
these items into: Halves, thirds, quarters, tenths? Can you label them 
with fractions/decimals? E.g. cutting a piece of paper into tenths, or 
dividing a packet of smarties into eighths. Can you take lots of photos 
and make a powerpoint or poster explaining fractions and decimals to 
younger children who find fractions scary? 

 Bake a cake! Can you ice the cake with different fractions/decimal 
equivalents?  Try one half, one quarter, one eighth and two sixteenth 
(or however you’d like to split it!) We’d love to see these so do send 
us photos of your finished maths-ter piece! 

 
 https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-

Tables-Check  
Have a go at the Year 4 Multiplication check. How well do you do? 
Write your score down and then have another go, can you beat it? 

Read every day for 30 minutes a day. This can be your child 
reading for pleasure or reading to you. You could also read to 
them. 
If your child is reading with you, ask them questions about the 
book.  
Example questions could be: 

 Could you summarise the last 
page/chapter/paragraph? 

 What predictions can you make based on what you 
have read so far? If you’re starting a new book, 
before you begin, write three predictions based on 
the front cover. 

 Choose a word. Find a synonym/antonym for the 
word. 

 Why has the writer chosen to use the vocabulary to 
create an atmosphere? 

 What clues can you infer based on the text about a 
character? 

 
Encourage your child to read a range of texts: fiction (all styles 
and genres), non-fiction (history, science, nature etc), comics, 
graphic novels, magazines, newspapers, advertisements, 
leaflets, brochures, instructions (e.g cooking) etc.  
 
This term our topic is 50s, 60s and 70s. A lot of Roald Dahl 
books are set within this period. You could read a few of these 
together and pick out the main differences between then and 
now. E.g. transport, home, clothes etc. 
 
Spelling Focus 
 
https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home 
 
Purple mash has a fantastic spelling resource with specific 
activities for each year group. You can find this under “English” 
then “Spelling Resources”- “Year 5” 
 

Here there are quizzes, dictations and Look, 
Say, Cover, Write, Check sheets. 
If you are unsure of the year group spellings 
that your child is currently working on, please 
contact their class teacher.  
You can complete the Autumn 1, Week 1 
spelling quiz. This has been set as a to do! 
This week is a recap of year 4 spellings. 

Weekly writing activities 

Playing with sentences. 
There are a number of games designed to develop the children’s sentence writing. They encourage greater variety of structure and more 
ambitious language choices. They can take anything from 5 - 15 minutes. Visit  https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/home-learning and 
look under ‘English’. 
The radio blog https://radioblogging.net/ is a daily blog at 9am with poets and writers. It is a live broadcast that you can join in on, and post 
your own ideas and writing, or you can visit the recorded blogs from previous days as you wish. 

El Caminante (The Walker) 
Watch the animation El Caminante (on Youtube; 5 min long https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0zoTc-_5oE). It is about a tightrope walker 
who performs in a small mountain village. This week you are going to retell the story from the point of view of one of the children (perhaps 
the child who held the cloak), or from the point of view of the tightrope walker himself. The writing can be divided into 4 paragraphs: 

1. The setting, and preparing for the day. Note the sounds and silences. Focus : powerful word choices. 
2. The arrival of El Caminante. Note how the children all crowd round him, and how he seems to be full of himself. Focus : fronted 

adverbials. 
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3. The walk itself: his concentration, the skill, the danger, the near-accident, the finish. Focus : varied sentence length to create 
tension. 

4. The reclaiming of the cloak, his departure, how life returns to normal. Focus : linking back to the start and the descriptions and 
characters mentioned in para 1. 

Day 5 is for ‘purple pen’ editing. 
 
If this has whet your appetite, two great tightrope walkers are worth researching: Charles Blondin (who walked across the Niagara Falls, 
several times), and Phillippe Petit, who walked between the towers of Notre Dame and the Twin Towers (see The Man Who Walked Between 
the Towers by Mordicai Gerstein). 

Foundation subject activities 

Science Topic  

Watch this video: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zr84d2p 
Ask your child what they think living things all do? Go through MRS 
GREN together. Some of the scientific vocabulary might be a bit 
tricky.  This video might help if they’ve missed any out- 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/ztbw2p3  
M- Does it move? 
R- Does it need air/oxygen? (respire) 
S- Does it react to what’s around it? (sense) 
 
G- Can it grow larger? 
R- Can it make more living things like itself?  (reproduce) 
E- Can it get rid of waste from itself? (excrete) 
N- Does it need food? (nutrients) 
 
You could make a poster to explain MRS GREN in living things. How 
does a cat do it? An insect? A plant? (Did you know that plants all do 
MRS GREN and are all alive?) Can you present this in an interesting 
way? You can use https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home to 
present these ideas. You should have your log in inside your logbook.  
 
DT- Or you could make a model of an invertebrate. How does your 
insect fulfil MRS GREN? All instructions can be a found here: 
http://www.artforsmallhands.com/2012/05/papier-mache-bugs.html 

 

This term’s topic is The 1950’s, 1960’s and 1970’s.  
 
Following the Second World War, many New Towns were built in the 
1950’s 
(Stevenage, Hemel Hempstead and Milton Keynes are all nearby 
examples). When designing them, the planners had to think of 
housing, roads, recreation areas (parks), schools, health centres, 
shops, places of worship etc. 
 
Art - Design your own new town for 2020. Make sure you include all 
the features that will be needed for the century ahead. You could 
use colour-coding to represent the different sorts of buildings and 
areas of the town. 

ICT 

Go to this website which has various Scratch (coding) projects: 
https://scratch.mit.edu/starter-projects 
 
Specifically try this project out: 
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/11806234/ 
A lot of people are having birthdays in isolation and the moment or 
are generally feeling a bit lonely. Can you recode the card for 
someone to send them as an ecard? 
You can change the costume of the penguin, change the writing or 
you can rewrite the code entirely- up to you! 
 
Stuck? Here’s a how to guide on scratch if you’re unsure of how to 
code. 
https://cdn.scratch.mit.edu/scratchr2/static/__709da8e5f3d721295
38a4ccdbcbf5f2a__/pdfs/help/Getting-Started-Guide-Scratch2.pdf 

RE- Hinduism- Focus: Hindu gods 

Watch 
1) https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh86n39/articles/zmpp92p  
2) https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z6q6sbk 

Choose a Hindu deity:  Could be Ganesh, Vishnu, Shiva, Brahma, Lakshmi, Shakti- or one of your choosing. 
Research your god and produce a fact file/poster or booklet on them. This could be on paper or using an app/powerpoint if you prefer. You 
could do this on Purple Mash- I’ll set a To Do for a leaflet if you’d like to do it on here. https://www.purplemash.com/sch/bellbird 
Include: 

 Name 

 Draw a picture of what they look like  

 Characteristics 

 Powers 

 What are they famous for? Are there any in any Hindu myths or legends? 

 Why are they important to Hindus? 
You could make a documentary style video explaining or describing your god to other children. 

 

NB: Please use these activities as a guide only.  Do not feel obliged to complete all of these activities.  They are simply to give you some ideas of 

the sort of themes we might be following if we were in school. Please adapt them to suit your child’s individual abilities and interests and 

continue to use any of the other home learning suggestions if you are finding them helpful and your child is enjoying them. 
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